
 

8th Grade Recommended Summer Reading 
Students can also select an appropriate book of their choice. 

 
*Although the majority of these novels are recommended by the American Library Association, we encourage parents and 

students to investigate and discuss book options together in order to make appropriate choices. 

 
 Bucking the Sarge by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Luther T. Farrell has got to get out of Flint, Michigan. As his best friend, Sparky, says, "Flint's nothing 
but the Titanic." And as Luther's mother, aka the Sarge, says, "Take my advice and stay off the 
sucker path." The Sarge milked the system to build an empire of slum housing and group homes. 
Luther's just one of the many people trapped in the Sarge's Evil Empire but he's about to bust out. If 
Luther wins the science fair this year, he'll be on track for college and a future as America's best-
known and best-loved philosopher. All he's got to do is beat his archrival, Shayla Patrick, the beautiful 
daughter of Flint's finest undertaker and the love of Luther's life. Sparky's escape plans involve a pit 

bull named Poofy and the world's scariest rat. Oh, and Luther. Add to the mix Chester X, Luther's mysterious 
roommate; Dontay Gaddy, a lawyer whose toll-free number is 1-800-SUE-EM-ALL; and Darnell Dixon, the Sarge's 
go-to guy, who knows how to break all the rules.... 
 
 

 John Madden’s Heroes of Football by John Madden 
For millions of fans, John Madden's name is synonymous with football. Whether as a Super Bowl-
winning coach, an Emmy Award-winning analyst, or the namesake of the most popular sports 
video game of all time, Madden NFL, he has studied the game from every angle. In Heroes of 
Football, Madden uses his extensive knowledge to detail the dominating dynasties, prominent 

players, game-making plays, and season-ending games that transformed professional football from its rough-and-
tumble beginnings to the country's biggest sport. 
 

 Hollow Kingdom by Clare B. Dunkle 
For thousands of years, young women have been vanishing from Hallow Hill, never to be seen again. 
Now Kate and Emily have moved there with no idea of the land's dreadful heritage—until Marak 
decides to tell them himself. Marak is a powerful magician who claims to be the goblin king, and he 
has very specific plans for the two new girls who have trespassed into his kingdom . . . So begins the 
award-winning Hollow Kingdom Trilogy. Now in paperback, these editions welcome a whole new 
audience to the magical realm that Newbery Award winner Lloyd Alexander calls "as persuasive as it 

is remarkable." 
 

 
 Autobiography of My Dead Brother by Walter Dean Myers 
The thing was that me and Rise were blood brothers, but sometimes I really didn't know him. . . . 
And so Jesse fills his sketchbook with drawings and portraits of his blood brother, Rise, and his 
comic strip, Spodi Roti and Wise, as he makes sense of the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and 
loss in a neighborhood where drive-bys, vicious gangs, and abusive cops are everyday realities.  
 
 

 
 
 Sleeping Freshman Never Lie by David Lubar 
Starting high school is never easy. Seniors take your lunch money. Girls you've known forever are 
suddenly beautiful and unattainable. And you can never get enough sleep. Could there be a worse 
time for Scott's mother to announce she's pregnant? Scott decides high school would be a lot less 
overwhelming if it came with a survival manual, so he begins to write down tips for his new sibling. 
Meanwhile, he's trying his best to capture the attention of Julia, the freshman goddess. In the 
process, Scott manages to become involved in nearly everything the school has to offer. So while he 
tries to find his place in the confusing world of high school, win Julia's heart, and keep his sanity, 

Scott will be recording all the details for his sibling's—and your—enjoyment. 
 



 
 Trembling Earth by Kim Siegelson 
Hamp doesn't much care who wins the War Between the States. Out in the swamp they live by their 
own rules, and no one he knows is rich enough to own slaves anyhow. He hates the Union army for 
taking his Pap's leg though &150 and not only his leg, but a big chunk of his soul. Pap used to take 
Hamp hunting all the time, but now he just sits on the porch and cries. So when Hamp hears about a 
no-good runaway slave boy named Duff who killed his own master and is now on the loose in the 
swamp, he figures that bounty is his by rights &150 someone has to provide for the family now that 

Pap can't. But when he finally does meet up with Duff, Hamp gradually begins to realize that right and wrong might 
not be as black and white as he thought they were. 
 

 
 Chew on This by Eric Schlosser 
In the New York Times bestseller Chew on This, Eric Schlosser and Charles Wilson unwrap the fast-
food industry to bring you a behind-the-scenes look at a business that both feeds and feeds off the 
young. Find out what really goes on at your favorite restaurants—and what lurks between those 
sesame seed buns. Praised for being accessible, honest, humorous, fascinating, and alarming, Chew 
On This was also repeatedly referred to as a must-read for kids who regularly eat fast food. Having 
all the facts about fast food helps young people make healthy decisions about what they eat. Chew 
On This shows them that they can change the world by changing what they eat. 

 
 

 Daniel Half Human and the Good Nazi by David Chotjewitz 
Until the spring of 1933, he's enjoyed a comfortable German boyhood with his well-to-do family, in 
school, at soccer. Daniel's even enjoyed jail — for one exciting night — with his best friend, Armin, 
after they've been caught painting a swastika on a wall in the hated Communist section of Hamburg. 
In their cell, the boys cut their wrists, mingle blood, and swear lasting brotherhood. Then, a 
thunderclap: Daniel learns to his horror that his mother is Jewish, that he is therefore half-Jewish 
and, in Aryan eyes, half-human. Daniel keeps the truth a secret. He and Armin still talk of joining the 
Hitler Youth. But Armin's father, an out-of-work longshoreman and a Socialist, forbids it. Armin joins 

anyway, with fateful consequences for Daniel's family. Throughout World War II, and until the story's haunting final 
scene, each friend holds the life of the other in his hands. 
 
 

 Life in Prison by Stanley Williams 
"The true stories I've written in this book are my living nightmares. My greatest hope is that the 
lessons the stories offer will help you make better choices than I did." Stanley "Tookie" Williams, 
cofounder of the notorious Crips gang, is a death-row inmate. But in his two decades of 
incarceration, Williams has also become a respected author and activist whose dedication to ending 
gang warfare in the lives of inner-city children has earned him a 2001 Nobel Peace Prize nomination. 
In this award-winning book which has drawn praise from educators, government leaders, and 

families alike Williams describes the brutal reality of being an inmate. He debunks myths of prisons as "gladiator 
schools" with blunt, riveting stories of overwhelming homesickness, the terror of solitary confinement, and the 
humiliation of strip-searches. Williams' words are a frank challenge to adolescent readers to educate themselves, 
make intelligent decisions, and above all, not to follow in his footsteps. 
 
 

 
 The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John Ritter 
Tom Gallagher is in a tight spot. The fate of the Dillontown team rests on the outcome of one baseball 
game, winner take all. If Tom's team loses, they lose their field too. But how can they possibly win? 
Just when everything seems hopeless, a mysterious boy named Cruz de la Cruz rides into town and 
claims to know the secret of hitting. Not to mention the secrets of Dante Del Gato, Dillontown's 
greatest hitter ever. Since he walked away from the game years ago, Del Gato hasn't spoken a word 
to anyone. But now he might be Tom's only hope for saving his hometown. From the award-winning 

author of Over the Wall and Choosing Up Sides comes this imaginative tale of one boy's struggle to preserve the 
spirit of the game he loves. 
 
 



 
 Breath:  A Ghost Story by Cliff McNish 
Jack is not a normal boy. He can talk to ghosts. In his new home, an aging farmhouse, he meets the 
Ghost Mother, a grief-stricken spirit who becomes very attached to him...too attached. He learns that 
the Ghost Mother is preying in the cruelest imaginable way on four child ghosts who are trapped in 
the house, stealing their energy to sustain her own. Before Jack can figure out how to help them, the 
Ghost Mother takes possession of his real mother's body. Jack wants to fight back, but he has severe 
asthma and risks fatal attacks with any physical exertion. It will take all his resources, and his 

mother's as well, to fight off the Ghost Mother and save the ghost children from a horrible fate. 
 
 

 Shooting the Moon by Frances O’Roark 
When twelve-year-old Jamie Dexter's brother joins the Army and is sent to Vietnam, Jamie is plum 
thrilled. She can't wait to get letters from the front lines describing the excitement of real-life 
combat: the sound of helicopters, the smell of gunpowder, the exhilaration of being right in the thick 
of it. After all, they've both dreamed of following in the footsteps of their father, the Colonel. But TJ's 
first letter isn't a letter at all. It's a roll of undeveloped film, the first of many. What Jamie sees when 
she develops TJ's photographs reveals a whole new side of the war. Slowly the shine begins to fade 
off of Army life - and the Colonel. How can someone she's worshipped her entire life be just as 

helpless to save her brother as she is? 
 
 

 T4:  A Novel by Ann Clare LeZotte 
When the Nazi party takes control of Germany, thirteen-year-old Paula, who is deaf, finds her world-
as-she-knows-it turned upside down, as she is taken into hiding to protect her from the new law 
nicknamed T4. 
 
 
 

 
 
 The Underneath by Kathi Appelt 
A calico cat, about to have kittens, hears the lonely howl of a chained-up hound deep in the 
backwaters of the bayou. She dares to find him in the forest, and the hound dares to befriend this 
cat, this feline, this creature he is supposed to hate. They are an unlikely pair, about to become an 
unlikely family. Ranger urges the cat to hide underneath the porch, to raise her kittens there because 
Gar-Face, the man living inside the house, will surely use them as alligator bait should he find them. 
But they are safe in the Underneath...as long as they stay in the Underneath. Kittens, however, are 

notoriously curious creatures. And one kitten's one moment of curiosity sets off a chain of events that is 
astonishing, remarkable, and enormous in its meaning. For everyone who loves Sounder, Shiloh, and The Yearling, 
for everyone who loves the haunting beauty of writers such as Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Flannery O'Connor, and 
Carson McCullers, Kathi Appelt spins a harrowing yet keenly sweet tale about the power of love — and its opposite, 
hate — the fragility of happiness and the importance of making good on your promises. 
 
 

 
 The Romeo and Juliet Code by Phoebe Stone 
Felicity's glamorous parents have a secret. When they leave her with distant relatives in Maine, 
Felicity hopes they won't leave her long. Her new Uncle Gideon hides things. Her Aunt Miami is star-
crossed. And Derek, a kid her age, refuses to leave his room. But Felicity needs Derek's help. Gideon 
is getting coded letters from Felicity's parents, and she's sure they're in trouble. Can Felicity crack the 
code, heal the family and save her parents, all while surviving her first crush? It's a tall order, but - 
like THE SECRET GARDEN'S Mary Lennox before her - Felicity's up for the challenge. 

 
 
 
 

 Please Ignore Vera Dietz by A.S. King 
Vera's spent her whole life secretly in love with her best friend, Charlie Kahn. And over the years 
she's kept a lot of his secrets. Even after he betrayed her. Even after he ruined everything. So 
when Charlie dies in dark circumstances, Vera knows a lot more than anyone--the kids at school, 
his family, even the police. But will she emerge to clear his name? Does she even want to? 



 

Z for Zachariah by Robert O’Brien 
Ann Burden is sixteen years old and completely alone. The world as she once knew it is gone, ravaged 
by a nuclear war that has taken everyone from her. For the past year, she has lived in a remote valley 
with no evidence of any other survivors. But the smoke from a distant campfire shatters Ann's solitude. 
Someone else is still alive and making his way toward the valley. Who is this man? What does he want? 
Can he be trusted? Both excited and terrified, Ann soon realizes there may be worse things than being 

the last person on Earth. 
 
 

 Trouble with Lemons by Daniel Hayes 
His real name was Tyler McAllister, but he felt like a lemon. He had allergies and nightmares, and was 
the only infamous person in his family. But one night he and a friend went swimming at the forbidden 
quarry, and Tyler found a dead body. Now he's determined to find out who killed the man and why 
they're now after him.... 
 
 
 
 Princess of the Midnight Ball by Jessica Day George 
Rose is one of twelve princesses forced to dance through the night in an underground palace. The key 
to breaking the spell lies in magic knitting needles, an invisibility cloak, and—of course—true love. 
Inspired by "The Twelve Dancing Princesses,"this novel is as captivating as it is fresh. Enchanted 
readers are sure to clamor for the new companion, Princess of Glass, also publishing this season. 
 
 

 
The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod: Eighth Grade Bites by Heather Brewer 
Vlad has to keep his vampire urges under control while dealing with the pressures of middle school. 
Thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod really hates junior high. Bullies harass him, the principal is dogging 
him, and the girl he likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad has a secret: His mother was human, 
but his father was a vampire. With no idea of the extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily with his 
blood cravings and his enlarged fangs. When a substitute teacher begins to question him a little too 
closely, Vlad worries that his cover is about to be blown. But then he faces a much bigger problem: 
He’s being hunted by a vampire killer. 

 

 The Compound by S.A. Bodeen 
Eli, the 15-year-old son of a billionaire techno-preneur, has spent the last six years with his family in 
the massive underground shelter his father has built, knowing that nuclear war has destroyed the world 
he knows-and killed his grandmother and his twin brother, who couldn't reach the compound in time. 
With nine years to go before the air outside will be safe to breathe again, the food supply shows signs 
of running out, but Eli's father has a solution-provided they jettison all morals and ethics. Repulsed and 
already suspicious, Eli begins investigating his father's claims, and sets up a family death match against 
a man who grows increasingly irrational and sinister but no less powerful. 

 
 
 Scat by Carl Hiaasen  
Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever, is missing. She disappeared after a school field 
trip to Black Vine Swamp. And, to be honest, the kids in her class are relieved. But when the principal 
tries to tell the students that Mrs. Starch has been called away on a "family emergency," Nick and 
Marta just don't buy it. No, they figure the class delinquent, Smoke, has something to do with her 
disappearance. And he does! But not in the way they think. There's a lot more going on in Black Vine 
Swamp than any one player in this twisted tale can see. And Nick and Marta will have to reckon with 

an eccentric eco-avenger, a stuffed rat named Chelsea, a wannabe Texas oilman, a singing substitute teacher, and 
a ticked-off Florida panther before they really begin to see the big picture. 
 



 Mockingbird : Mok'ing‐burd by Kathryn Erskine 

Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in between is 
confusing. Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Devon, for help. But 
Devon has died, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful. Caitlin wants everything 
to go back to the way things were, but she doesn’t know how to do that. Then she comes across the 
word closure– and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her search for it, Caitlin discovers that 

the world may not be black and white after all. 

 

 **The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary E. Pearson 
Sometime in the near future, Jenna Fox, 17, awakens from an 18-month-long coma following a 
devastating accident, her memory nearly blank. She attempts reorientation by watching videos of her 
childhood, "recorded beyond reason" by worshipful parents, but mysteries proliferate. Jenna can recite 
passages from Thoreau yet can't remember having any friends. As memories return, however, Jenna 
starts picking at the explanation her parents have spun until it unravels. 
 
 

 
 
 Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpoole 
 Abilene Tucker feels abandoned. Her father has put her on a train, sending her off to live with an old 
friend for the summer while he works a railroad job. Armed only with a few possessions and her list of 
universals, Abilene jumps off the train in Manifest, Kansas, aiming to learn about the boy her father 
once was. Having heard stories about Manifest, Abilene is disappointed to find that it’s just a dried-up, 
worn-out old town. But her disappointment quickly turns to excitement when she discovers a hidden 
cigar box full of mementos, including some old letters that mention a spy known as the Rattler. These 

mysterious letters send Abilene and her new friends, Lettie and Ruthanne, on an honest-to-goodness spy hunt, 
even though they are warned to “Leave Well Enough Alone.” Abilene throws all caution aside when she heads down 
the mysterious Path to Perdition to pay a debt to the reclusive Miss Sadie, a diviner who only tells stories from the 
past. It seems that Manifest’s history is full of colorful and shadowy characters—and long-held secrets. The more 
Abilene hears, the more determined she is to learn just what role her father played in that history. And as 
Manifest’s secrets are laid bare one by one, Abilene begins to weave her own story into the fabric of the town.  
 
 

 All the Broken Pieces by Anne E. Burg 
Two years after being airlifted out of war-torn Vietnam, Matt Pin is haunted: by bombs that fell like 
dead crows, by the family -- and the terrible secret -- he left behind. Now, inside a caring adoptive 
home in the United States, a series of profound events force him to choose between silence and 
candor, blame and forgiveness, fear and freedom. By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and 
triumphant, this searing debut novel, told in lucid verse, reveals an unforgettable perspective on the 
lasting impact of war and the healing power of love. 
 

 
 

 
 The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  
Bartoletti has taken one episode from her Newbery Honor Book, HITLER YOUTH, and fleshed it out 
into thought-provoking novel. When 16-year-old Helmuth Hubner listens to the BBC news on an 
illegal short-wave radio, he quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to 
expose the truth with leaflets, he's tried for treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, 
Helmuth's story emerges in a series of flashbacks that show his growth from a naive child caught up 
in the patriotism of the times, to a sensitive and mature young man who thinks for himself. 

 
 
 
 



 Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli 

Everything changes the day ninth-grader Will Tuppence learns one startling fact: protons-those tiny 
atomic particles, the building-blocks to the building-blocks of life-can die. The one thing that was so 
certain in this world to Will has an expiration date. And Will′s carefully planned-out life? Not so 
certain, either. 

 

 **Washington at Valley Forge by Russell Freedman  

George Washington's army almost perished during the winter of 1777-78. Camped at Valley Forge, 
about twenty miles from Philadelphia, the revolutionaries endured severe hardship because the 
army's supply system had collapsed and they were without food, clothing, and blankets. The army 

was at its most vulnerable; but when the harsh winter drew to a close, the soldiers had survived, and marched 
away from Valley Forge more determined than ever. The British were defeated in 1783, and Washington, for the 
rest of his life, said that the credit for the American victory belonged to the soldiers who had braved the horrific 
conditions at Valley Forge. 

 **Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson  

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 
conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the 
pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, 
D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.  
  

 
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelson 
Within Cole Matthews lie anger, rage, and hate. Cole has been stealing, fighting, and lying for years. 
His attack on a classmate has left the boy with permanent physical and deep psychological damage 
and Cole in the biggest trouble of his life. To most, Cole seems beyond hope. But when he's offered a 
chance at an alternative path called Circle Justice, based on Native American tradition, Cole finds 
himself banished to a remote Alaskan island, where his rage and isolation lead him to another brazen 
attack. This time, his intended victim is the Spirit Bear of Native American legend—and the clumsy 
assault ends with Cole mauled nearly to death, desperately clinging to the life he has tried so hard to 

waste. Rescuers arrive to save Cole's life, but it is the attack of the Spirit Bear that is the start of Cole's long 
journey to accepting responsibility for his life and saving his soul. 
 
 

 Ghost of Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelson 
Alone in the wilderness, Cole found peace. But he's not alone anymore. Cole Matthews used to be a 
violent kid, but a year in exile on a remote Alaskan island has a way of changing your perspective. 
After being mauled by a Spirit Bear, Cole started to heal. He even invited his victim, Peter Driscal, to 
join him on the island and they became friends.  But now their time in exile is over, and Cole and 
Peter are heading back to the one place they're not sure they can handle: high school. Gangs and 
violence haunt the hallways, and Peter's limp and speech impediment make him a natural target. In 
a school where hate and tension are getting close to the boiling point, the monster of rage 

hibernating inside Cole begins to stir.  
 

 
 The Maximum Ride Series:  The Angel Experiment  by James PattersonFourteen-year-old 
Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what it's like to soar above the world. She and all the 
members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel--are just like ordinary kids--only 
they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream come true to some, but their lives can 
morph into a living nightmare at any time...like when Angel, the youngest member of the flock, is 
kidnapped and taken back to the "School" where she and the others were experimented on by a 
crew of wack jobs. Her friends brave a journey to blazing hot Death Valley, CA, to save Angel, but 
soon enough, they find themselves in yet another nightmare--this one involving fighting off the half-

human, half-wolf "Erasers" in New York City. Whether in the treetops of Central Park or in the bowels of the 
Manhattan subway system, Max and her adopted family take the ride of their lives. Along the way Max discovers 
from her old friend and father-figure Jeb--now her betrayed and greatest enemy--that her purpose is save the 
world--but can she? 



 
**Fellowship of the Rings (Lord of the Rings series) by J.R.R. Tolkien 
In the ancient world of Middle-earth-a place of elves and dwarves, orcs and wizards, the darkest evil 
and the brightest good-a hobbit named Frodo Baggins embarks on a perilous quest: to carry the One 
Ring, ruler of all the Rings of Power, into the shadowy land of Mordor and destroy it in the fires where 
it was forged. 
 
 
 

 
 

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 
Anne, an 11-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and 
sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone 
around her.  
 
 
 
 

 
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson 
When a novel like Huckleberry Finn or The Yearling comes along, it defies customary adjectives 
because of the intensity of the response it evokes in the reader. Such a tale is Old Yeller; to listen 
to this eloquently simply story of a boy and his dog in the Texas hill country is an unforgettable and 
deeply moving experience. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voight 
At the beginning of summer, Momma had abandoned them and them later been traced to an 
asylum where she lay unrecognizing, unknowing. So Dicey Tillerman, her brothers James and 
Sammy, and her sister Maybeth had spent the summer on their own on a long and difficult journey 
to find a home with the grandmother they'd never met before. Now that they'd moved in with 
Gram, their troubles, Dicey hoped, would be over. Dicey had watched over the younger kids and 
brought them through--now she wanted to be just a little bit selfish, to refinish the old sailboat 
she'd found in Gram's barn, to earn a little spending money, to adjust to Gram and to her new life 
in the Chesapeake Bay country that had once been her momma's childhood home. Yet even with 

the building of new ties and a new life, old problems and sorrows did not go away by themselves. None of the 
Tillermans, and especially not Dicey, could forget about Momma. 
 
 
 

 Muchacho by Louanne Johnson 
Eddie Corazon is angry. He’s also very smart. But he’s working pretty hard at being a juvenile 
delinquent. He blows off school, even though he’s a secret reader. He hangs with his cousins, who 
will always back him up—when they aren’t in jail. Then along comes Lupe, who makes his blood 
race. She sees something in Eddie he doesn’t even see in himself. A heart, and a mind, and 
something more: a poet. But in Eddie’s world, it’s a thin line between tragedy and glory. And what 
goes down is entirely in Eddie’s hands.  
 

 

 

 



**Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Promised 
freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the 
property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American 
Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the 
Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. She is 

reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder 
who can provide her with freedom.  
 
 

 Why I Fight by J. Adams Oaks 
Left alone for days on end, twelve-and-a-half-year-old Wyatt Reaves burns down the family house. 
His parents lose everything, but Wyatt’s favorite uncle, Spade, whisks him away to “safety.” Spade 
sees potential in the boy—to earn money—in the bare-fist fight racket. As the two travel across 
America for the next six years, living off Wyatt’s earnings and the goodness of lady friends, Wyatt 
begins to search for who he really is . . . and to realize who he isn’t. 
 

 
 
 What I Saw and How I Lied by Judy Blundell 
When Evie's father returned home from World War II, the family fell back into its normal life pretty 
quickly. But Joe Spooner brought more back with him than just good war stories. When movie-star 
handsome Peter Coleridge, a young ex-GI who served in Joe's company in postwar Austria, shows 
up, Evie is suddenly caught in a complicated web of lies that she only slowly recognizes. She finds 
herself falling for Peter, ignoring the secrets that surround him . . . until a tragedy occurs that 
shatters her family and breaks her life in two. 
 

  
 Airman by Eoin Colfer 
Conor Boekhart is blamed for murdering the king and thrown into prison. While in prison, Conor 
passes time by scratching designs for flying machines into the walls. After two years, Conor plans 
and executes a daring escape. But he soon decides he must return to reclaim diamonds he buried 
there. He builds a glider and becomes the mysterious Airman flying around the prison island. Then 
Conor's entire family is arrested for his crime and escape. Conor knows that to save them he will 
have to build the ultimate flying machine of his dreams. 
 

 
 

 Nation by Terry Pratchett 
When a giant wave destroys his village, Mau is the only one left. Daphne a traveler from the other 
side of the globe is the sole survivor of a shipwreck. Separated by language and customs, the two 
are united by catastrophe. Slowly, they are joined by other refugees. And as they struggle to 
protect the small band, Mau and Daphne defy ancestral spirits, challenge death himself, and 
uncover a long-hidden secret that literally turns the world upside down. 
 
 

 
 

 Elephant Run by Roland Smith 
In 1941, bombs drop from the night skies of London, demolishing the apartment Nick Freestone 
lives in with his mother. Deciding the situation in England is too unstable, Nick's mother sends him 
to live with his father in Burma, hoping he will be safer living on the family's teak plantation. But as 
soon as Nick arrives, trouble erupts in the remote Burmese elephant village. Japanese soldiers 
invade, and Nick's father is taken prisoner. Nick is left stranded on the plantation, forced to work as 
a servant to the new rulers. As life in the village grows more dangerous for Nick and his young 
friend, Mya, they plan their daring escape. Setting off on elephant back, they will risk their lives to 
save Nick's father and Mya's brother from a Japanese POW camp. 

 



 
 Twilight Director’s Notebook by Catherine HardwickeThis intimate full-color "notebook", 
designed to replicate the one director Catherine Hardwicke kept on and off the set, takes you 
through the creative process that went into making Stephenie Meyer's breathtaking novel come alive 
on screen - from casting to costumes, stunts to story boards. With never-before-seen notes, 
sketches, and photographs taken directly from the visionary director's personal notebook, this book 
includes everything from her visual inspirations, to step-by-step breakdowns of action sequences, to 
a behind the scenes look at some of the most pivotal moments in the creation of the film, and much 
more. 

 
 

 Hungry:  A Young Model’s Story of Appetite, Ambition, and the Ultimate Embrace of 
Curves by Crystal Renn 
Hungry charts the rise, fall, and rise of Crystal Renn, offering a behind-the-scenes peek into the 
modeling industry, as well as a trenchant look at our weight-obsessed culture. In this testament to 
the power of authenticity, Renn illustrates the ways in which the fashion industry is slowly changing 
and exposes the cold truths about size and sizeism. 
 
 
 
**Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling 
A good-humored, hard-working Gloucester fisherman rescues a spoiled rich boy, Harvey Cheynen, 
when he falls off a passing steamship. Unconvinced by Harvey's story that his father is a millionaire, 
Captain Disko Troop and the crew of the We're Here teach the boy the value of a job well done. 
When the ship returns to port several months later, Harvey is reunited with his exultant parents and 
there are happy surprises for everyone. 
 
 

 
 **20,000 Leagues under the Sea by Jules Verne 
A huge sea monster has attacked and wrecked several ships from beneath the sea. Professor 
Arronax bravely joins a mission to hunt down the beast.He goes aboard the Nautilus, a secret 
submarine helmed by the mysterious Captain Nemo. At first, the mission is exciting, as Nemo takes 
Arronax on a voyage around the underwater world. But when things start to go wrong, Arronax finds 
there's no escape from the Nautilus. He is now Captain Nemo's captive--20,000 leagues under the 
sea! 

 
 The Secret Garden by Frances Burnett Parker 
Mary Lennox, an ill-tempered orphan is sent to live in England with an uncle she has never met. 
While there, she discovers a spoiled cousin and a long-abandoned garden. Working to restore the 
garden, she finds she also cures her own ill temper and reforms her cousin as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson 
Young David Balfour's parents are dead and he now wants to see the world. He learns that his 
father's brother, Ebenezer, may have killed his brother for the estate. It appears Ebenezer wants 
David out of the way, and will go to any length, perhaps even murder. His troubles are only 
beginning. 
 
 
 
 
 **The Hound of the Baskervilles, by Arthur Conan Doyle 
Could the sudden death of Sir Charles Baskerville have been caused by the gigantic ghostly hound 
which is said to have haunted his family for generations? Arch-rationalist Sherlock Holmes 
characteristically dismisses the theory as nonsense. Claiming to be immersed in another case, he 
sends Watson to Devon to protect the Baskerville heir and to observe the suspects at close hand. 



 
 

 
Sphere by Michael Crichton 
In the middle of the South Pacific, a thousand feet below the surface of the water, a huge vessel is 
discovered resting on the ocean floor. It is a spaceship of phenomenal dimensions, apparently 
undamaged by its fall from the sky. And, most startling, it appears to be at least three hundred years 
old. But even more fantastic—and frightening—is what waits inside . . . 
 
 
 **War Horse, by Michael Morpurgo   
Joey is a warhorse, but he wasn't always. Once, he was a farm horse and a gentle boy named Albert 
was his master. Then World War I came storming through and everything changed. Albert's father 
sells Joey to the army where the beautiful, red-bay horse is trained to charge the enemy, drag heavy 
artillery, and carry wounded soldiers not much older than Albert off of battlefields. Amongst the 
clamoring of guns and slogging through the cold mud, Joey wonders if the war will ever end. And if it 
does, will he ever find Albert again? 
 
 

 
 The Ghost in the Tokkaido Inn by Dorothy Hoobler  
Ghost in the Tokaido Inn is set in eighteenth century Japan, but fourteen-year-old Seikei follows in 
the tradition of fearless Harry Potter. Traveling with his merchant father, Seikei sees a ghostly vision 
steal a priceless ruby. A young girl is accused falsely, but Seikei upholds the truth and tells what he 
saw. Judge Ooka, also a guest at the inn, is so impressed that he hires the boy to work for him to 
track down the thief. 
 
 
 
 Brain Jack by Brian Falkner 
In a dystopian near-future, neuro-headsets have replaced computer keyboards. Just slip on a 
headset, and it's the Internet at the speed of thought. For teen hacker Sam Wilson, a headset is a 
must. But as he masters the new technology, he has a terrifying realization. If anything on his 
computer is vulnerable to an attack, what happens when his mind is linked to the system? Could 
consciousness itself be hacked? 
 

 
 The Thief by Megan Whalen Turner  
Nothing is overdone and not a word is out of place in this auspicious debut," wrote Kirkus in a starred 
review of Instead of Three Wishes, the first book by Megan Whalen Turner. Her second book more 
than fulfills that promise. The king's scholar, the magus, believes he knows the site of an ancient 
treasure. To attain it for his king, he needs a skillful thief, and he selects Gen from the king's prison. 
The magus is interested only in the thief’s abilities. What Gen is interested in is anyone's guess. Their 
journey toward the treasure is both dangerous and difficult, lightened only imperceptibly by the tales 

they tell of the old gods and goddesses. 
 
 

 The Duel: The Parallel Lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr by Judith St. George 
In curiously parallel lives, Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr were both orphaned at an early age. 
Both were brilliant students who attended college— one at Princeton, the other at Columbia—and 
studied law. Both were young staff officers under General George Washington, and both became war 
heroes. Politics beckoned them, and each served in the newly formed government of the fledgling 
nation. Why, then, did these two face each other at dawn in a duel that ended with death for one and 
opprobrium for the other? 
 

 
 
 



 
 Football Genius by Tim Green 
Twelve-year-old Troy White's athletic ability and his preternatural talent for predicting football 
strategy are both going to waste (he's stuck playing second-string on his team), until frustration with 
a vicious bully on his team pushes him to "borrow" an official NFL football from local Atlanta Falcons 
star linebacker Seth Halloway. As Troy languishes on his own football team and resents the father 
who abandoned him, he strives to alert the Falcons of his gift. Acting as a mentor, Seth encourages 
Troy to come clean about his adventures and to forgive his father's desertion. Seth ends up dating 
Troy's mother and coaching Troy's team, giving Troy the chance to shine not only on the sidelines, 

where his play-predicting ability helps bring the Falcons to victory, but on the field as well. 
 
 
 

 Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham 
On a sunny day in June, at the beach with her mom and brother, fifteen-year-old Jane Arrowood went 
for a swim. And then everything — absolutely everything — changed. Now she’s counting down the 
days until she returns to school with her fake arm, where she knows kids will whisper, "That’s her — 
that’s Shark Girl," as she passes. In the meantime there are only questions: Why did this happen? 
Why her? What about her art? What about her life? In this striking first novel, Kelly Bingham uses 
poems, letters, telephone conversations, and newspaper clippings to look unflinchingly at what it’s like 
to lose part of yourself - and to summon the courage it takes to find yourself again. 

 
 

 
 Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock 
D.J. Schwenk, a 16-year-old living on her family s farm in Wisconsin, comes from a family of football 
stars. Football is so important in her family that even the cows are named after famous football 
players. The Schwenks may excel in football but they definitely don t excel in communication. D.J. 
recognizes that her family does not discuss important issues and decides she must search for the 
strength to look for greener pastures in her own life. When she finds the courage to do what really 
makes her happy, she discovers passions in the people she loves and learns to appreciate each 
more fully. 

 
 
 
** Challenge Books 
 
 


